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Three Questions for the Emancipation of Latin America abstracts 

 

Three Questions for the Emancipation of Latin America (I) 

Chair: Dasten Vejar Julián 

Thursday 9:45-11:15 ABF003 

 

The Plasticity of the Savage Soul 

Moysés Pinto Neto 

 

In this paper I aim to present an intersection between Eduardo Viveiros de Castro’s 

Amerindian Anthropology, on one side, and the philosophy and neurosciences dialogue 

developed by Catherine Malabou, on the other. To make this link, I’ll try to demonstrate the 

inconstancy of savage soul idea as a reply to the European coloniser which involves 

reception without fixation in a permanent identity, turning the evangelisation into a constant 

frustration and failure (even following the European priests reports, because, despite their 

receptivity, indians became quickly uninterested on Christian message). In the sequence, I 

relate the subject with the argument of Que faire de notre cerveau?, by Catherine Malabou, 

tracing a parallel between inconstancy of Amerindian savage soul, on one side, and 

neuronal plasticity as resilience to the capitalist flexibility, on the other. If resilience is 

plasticity in its movement that could not be confused with immobility or elasticity, but with the 

capacity of brain’s recovering and resistance, inconstancy, as the permanent mobility of 

Amerindian soul, allows the exogenous cannibal incorporation without making it coincide 

with its colonised form. In both a movement that, without aiming to the fixed, shows itself as 

critical, not passive, to the power’s rhythms and pretensions.       

 

Domination in the Field of Work and Organization: The Potentialities of Wartemberg’s 

Field Theory of Power 

Claudia Cerda & Hernán Cuevas 

 

This paper explores the heuristic potential of Wartemberg’s the field theory of power and 

domination (1990) and critically apply it in the field of work and organization. Through the 

analysis of the field of small firms in Chile, the paper contends that Wartemberg’s eclectic 

conceptual framework is useful, especially in bringing together the insights of different power 

analytics -Weberian, Marxian, Nietzschean, Foucaultian- and his introduction of some new 

concepts or conceptual nuances such as power dyad, articulation, situated power, 

domination and alignment. We believe that Wartemberg’s robust theory of situated power-

and domination deserves more attention than what it receives. In order to improve its 

reception, three main areas of additional development are suggested. First, to complement 
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his normative-evaluative concept of domination with a more concrete account of thee forms 

of oppression (Young 1990) in order to make more robust his rather weak account of what 

detriment of the subordinate means. In concrete we use Young’s (1990) non-canonical 

notion of exploitation as a form of oppression as a way of clarifying what detriments may 

mean in the social field of work and organization. Second, we address a more varied number 

of entities intervening in the context of the power dyad beyond agents and their alignments. 

In concrete, we add to the analysis of agents the notions of institution (North 1990; 

Przeworski 1991) and the field dynamics of the labor market. Third, we supplement his focus 

on domination to account for the power dyad with a wider set of the possible responses of 

the subordinate. In concrete, we analyze the role of resistance, misbehavior and dissent as 

forms of oppositional behavior that can either (or both) destabilize domination or make it 

evolve in enhanced adaptive ways (Collison &Ackroyd 2006). 

 

 

Three Questions for the Emancipation of Latin America (II) 

Chair: Hugo Romero Toledo 

Friday 11:30-13:00 ABF001 

 

Sabotage as a Philosophical Proposal from Latin American 

Alejandro Viveros 

 

The paper’s aim is to build and problematize the concept of sabotage as a philosophical 

proposal. Sabotage originates back to “sabot” a wooden shoe (French language). The 

wooden shoe (sabots) became a symbol since it was thrown into an industrial machine in 

order to break it (Pouget, 1898). The words "sabotage", "to sabotage" and "saboteur" are 

frequent, in the politics, the syndicalism, the social fights and the military intelligence. Also, 

we may think that “sabotage” is a strategy and an instrument for cultural resistance (Spivak, 

2012). The philosophical framework of sabotage’s conceptualization can be used to 

establish a new theoretical perspective for cultural studies and their possibilities, especially if 

it can be combined with the critical approach and historiography provided by postcolonial 

theory in the current context of Latin American political philosophy. 

The sabotage’s capacity of comprehension and positioning will be played within a 

philosophical perspective that doesn’t close its space of reflection to the non-Eurocentric 

thinking. We will try to address an emphasis on the problem of the “coloniality” (Dussel, 

1994) as well as the philosophical influences that, subsequently, develop strong critiques 

from a political-ontological point of view. We will focus on two examples of these theoretical 

critiques, specifically, the proposals of Rodolfo Kusch and Bolívar Echeverría. Both twentieth 

century Latin American philosophers engaged a critical understanding of identity and culture 

based on the relationship with Indigenous knowledge (Kusch, 1978), and with the “mestizo” 
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construction in terms of an alternative Latin American modernity and historicity (Echeverría, 

2010). 

Dussel, Enrique. (1994) El encubrimiento del otro. La Paz, UMSA. 

Echeverría, Bolívar. (2010) Modernidad y blanquitud. México, ERA. 

Kusch, Rodolfo. (1978) América profunda. Buenos Aires, Biblios. 

Pouget, Emile. (1898) La Sabottage. Almanach du Père Peinard pour…: farci de galbeuses 

histoires et de prédictions épatouflantes, 4, 28-31. Retrieved from 

http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb32688869f/date 

Spivak, Gayatri. (2012) An aesthetics education in the era of globalization. Cambridge, 

Harvard University Press. 

 

Labor Precariousness, Modernity and Capitalist Modernization. A Contribution to the 

Debate from Latin America 

Dasten Julián 

 

– UBDATED ABSTRACT TBC –  

 

Critical Thought and Environmental Conflict in Chile: the HidroAysén project 

Hugo Romero 

 

Chile is going to commemorate 40 years of Pinochet’s military cup, which installed by force 

the first neoliberal regime of the world. The aim of this dictatorship was to create irreversible 

changes through an authoritarian Constitution which is still operating in the country, the 

privatization of natural resources and state-own companies, the extreme concentration of 

political, economic and cultural power in a few hands strongly related to transnational capital 

and, the absence of the state even in the most important social areas such as education and 

health care. This model has lost its legitimacy because of the increasing social mobilization. 

One of the most iconic anti-neoliberal conflicts is the one against the construction of dams in 

Chilean Patagonia called the HidroAysén project. 

 
I will provide an explanation of this environmental conflict, focused in how nature, resources, 

territories and landscapes have been politicized; and how the power of the elites works in 

symbolic and material ways transforming not only the use of the space, but generating 

inequalities even on subaltern groups and their ability to generate representations. At the 

same time I also want to show critically how environmental conflicts are struggles between 

elites, which use colonial frames to understand nature, people, culture and conflicts.  

 

http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb32688869f/date
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