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Jean-Luc Nancy in Fragments abstracts 

 

Jean-Luc Nancy in Fragments (I): “Sense and Senses” 

Chair: Leda Channer 

Thursday 11:45-13:15 WIN 0-03 

 

‘Perhaps there’s only ever an opening by way of a touching’: Beginnings in Michael 

Symmons Roberts and Werner Herzog 

Martin Kratz 

This paper will give a close reading of ‘Touched’, the opening poem in Michael Symmons 

Roberts’s collection Burning Babylon (2001). It will consider the narrative qualities that result 

from the way Symmons Robert’s orders his collection, and the way in which ‘Touched’ 

functions as the beginning of this narrative. Jean-Luc Nancy’s account of the first cave 

painting in ‘Painting in the Grotto’ and clips from Werner Herzog’s documentary Cave of 

Forgotten Dreams will suggest ways of understanding what we mean when we say ‘a poem 

touched me’, and how this ‘touching’ relates to the ‘opening up of a world’ or the beginning of 

a poetry collection. 

 

‘We are truly missing something’: If Jean-Luc Nancy Read Bring Up the Bodies 

Eileen Pollard 

 

This paper attempts to ‘surprise’ the narrative of Hilary Mantel’s novel Bring Up the Bodies 

using Jean-Luc Nancy’s thoughts in ‘Elliptical Sense’. Specifically, this reading emphasises 

the philosopher’s idea that texts let us know ‘that we are truly missing something, probably 

many things’. I will use the conversational form of the paper to highlight how what remains is 

always already an effect of what is missing. This discussion considers the hyphen or pause 

as a symptom of Bring Up the Bodies through exploring it as a page-turner, a ‘middle’ child 

and a repetition constituting a departure. 

 

A Question of Listening: Nancean Resonance, Return and Relation in Charlie Chaplin 

Carrie Giunta 

 

A challenge from Peter Hallward claims Jean-Luc Nancy’s theory of relation is founded on 

non-relation and on the singular principles that haunt modern French philosophy.(1) I argue 

that Nancy, in his work, Listening, engages with these problems by way of a discussion on 



2 
http://londonconferenceincriticalthought.wordpress.com 

londoncriticalconference@gmail.com // twitter: @londoncritical // #LCCT2013  

 

resonance and the multiple meanings of listening.(2) The discussion in Listening on 

Nancean resonance works as a foil to Hallward’s critique. In this way, Nancy pre-empts the 

claim from Hallward that his philosophy is based on a non-relation.  

In this paper, I use a close reading of the silent films of Charlie Chaplin, in which his Tramp 

figure eludes speech,yet communicates meaning without speaking to illustrate my argument 

that Nancy’s philosophy is capable of the active mediation of listening. I examine how 

Chaplin listens through Nancean resonance and attention to others. Nancy considers who is 

listening as a place of resonance in which a sonorous body  refers back to itself as other. By 

placing resonance, Nancy avoids creating a subject detached from an object or a subject 

present to itself. As a place of resonance, Chaplin makes the subject as other as he refers 

back waves of meaning to himself as other. Referring back to himself as other, Chaplin 

makes himself listened to and listens to himself as other. 

1 Hallward, P. 2007. “Jean-Luc Nancy and the Implosion of Thought,” The Oxford Literary 

Review, 27, 159-180.  

2 First published in 2002 in Paris as À L’écoute and later translated into English by Charlotte 

Mandell in 2007 as Listening. 
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WIN 0-03 – Jean-Luc Nancy in Fragments (II): “Community and Politics” 

Chair: Martin Kratz 

Friday 9:30-11:00 

 

Nancy, Lignes, and the Absence of a Political Project 

Adrian May  

 

This paper wishes to explore both Nancy’s influence on, and participation with, the French 

intellectual revue Lignes. Created in 1987, the impact of La Communauté désoeuvrée is 

clear in editor Michel Surya’s conception of his revue as a space of intellectual comparution: 

not a fusional community of writers with a univocal position, but a jointly articulated and 

collective presentation of singular responses to common concerns. Nancy’s collaborations 

with Jean-Christophe Bailly to de-ontologise community have been especially utilised by 

Lignes, penetrating into its discussions of Europe, racism, the new social movements, The 

Satanic Verses and aesthetic fragmentation. 

Nancy often argues that philosophy should retreat from politics, so his participation in Lignes 

alongside Badiou, Rancière and Balibar is perhaps surprising. Some of his sharpest political 

texts have been published in Lignes, but also some of his most cautionary. Lignes published 

original Nancy essays such as ‘La pensée dérobé’, and he personally edited an entire issue 

on Nietzsche. Yet his place in the revue was never comfortable: a onetime member of the 

editorial board, despite stressing his intellectual and personal friendship for Lignes he 

resigned in 2007, stating that since there was no, and should be no political project for a 

revue in the contemporary period, revues themselves no longer have a function. 

This paper, then, will discuss both the fruitful impact, and the resulting tensions, of taking 

Nancy and his thought out of the purely philosophical, and into the political. 

 

Nancy, Arendt and “Nietzschean democracy” 

Matt Ellison 

 

Much in Jean-Luc Nancy’s thought bears a significant debt to the work of Hannah Arendt: 

her influence, both implicit and explicit, is discernible in his reflections on the retrait du 

politique (and the concurrent rise of the socio-economic), as well as in his later formulations 

of freedom and the singular-plural nature of existence. This paper, however, proposes to set 

Nancy and Arendt in dialogue on the question of praxis. Critics of both thinkers often suggest 

that their writings are of little practical relevance due to their lack of normative guidelines for 

political action. Focusing on passages in Nancy’s short essays ‘Nichts jenseits des 

Nihilismus’ and Vérité de la démocratie, and Arendt’s The Human Condition, I will seek to 
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respond to these criticisms by showing how it is in the affirmation of what Nancy 

oxymoronically calls ‘Nietzschean democracy’ that one can find a practical tendency in their 

thought.  

 

Reading Arendt and Nancy together, my paper will suggest that those commentators 

(Andrew Norris, Hannah Pitkin, among others) who criticise the two thinkers for a normative 

deficit ignore a deeper problem, namely the extent to which mass political action – 

understood as the emergence of the new - is paralysed in late capitalism by the nihilistic 

indifference and banality of what Marx calls ‘general equivalence’. It will be argued that by 

espousing a democratic and non-individualistic Nietzscheanism which emphasises the 

importance of making distinctions and thinking without guidelines, Arendt and Nancy allow 

us to think beyond the contemporary excess of economics over politics. 

 

Con-munire: Marx, Nancy and the Notion of Communism 

Thomas Telios 

 

Karl Marx's notion of „raw communism“ is undoubtedly problematic in a lot of ways. And yet 

it is in this „still barbaric and stupid“, undoubtedly transitional for Marx's thought, stage of 

communism that a fundamental deferment has to take place in order for communism to 

proceed: the realisation of the interdependance between the members of a certain societal 

nexus as presupposition for emancipatory political praxis.  

Since his Inoperative Community (1983) and more intensively since his texts of the early 90s 

Jean-Luc Nancy engages himself in a – in many ways similar as I will argue – discussion 

that sees in the notion of communism neither a certain method of distributing wealth and 

organising the economy, nor a way of working, or struggling together as a collective. 

Communism is for Nancy rather a mode, a condition, the fundamental way of being, as being 

with one another. 

Following Nancy’s etymological approach and yet concentrating not on the con-, but on the 

second component of the word communism, the latin munire (eng. building, constructing, 

constituting), I argue that being with one another is neither the immurement behind certain 

ideals that hold together a community, as the latin word might suggest, nor a mere 

ontological disposition, as Nancy declares, but more accurately a social-ontological situation, 

deriving from the very fact of the reciprocal constitution of each subject through its Other and 

through each other. The praxeological moment missing in Nancys notion of communism 

could thus be reinstated. Last but not least it is precisely this, intrinsic to the notion of 

communism, praxeological moment, that – as I conclude – enables communism to retain its 

openness and pose, in Nancys words, as „a principle of activation and limitation of politics“.  

  



5 
http://londonconferenceincriticalthought.wordpress.com 

londoncriticalconference@gmail.com // twitter: @londoncritical // #LCCT2013  

 

Jean-Luc Nancy in Fragments (III): “Myth and Hero” 

Chair: Eileen Pollard 

Friday 14:00-15:30 WIN 0-04 

 

Between the Ordinary and the Exceptional: On Jean-Luc Nancy’s Authentic Demand 

Jonathon Boddam-Whetham 

 

In this paper I want to argue that if Heidegger’s ‘Being and Time’ can be seen as a 

pedagogical means by which to enable an inauthentic being to become authentic, then the 

task of Nancy’s writings on Heideggerian themes is an attempt to disrupt the individual’s 

authentic becoming (as Heidegger would have it).   Indeed, the fragmentary nature of 

Nancy’s writing mirrors his attempt to re-think authenticity not as a demand from another 

authentic Dasein, but rather as an authentic relation based firmly upon the phenomenon of 

Being-with.    

If we accept that Heidegger’s idea of authenticity is characterised by what he calls ‘struggle 

and communication’, then while Nancy’s own thought involves no less a struggle and 

communication, the difference between the two is in what precisely is communicated and 

what it is that one struggles against.  As is well known, Nancy criticises Heidegger in failing 

to re-think the Subject when it came to his thoughts on destiny, community, and the People 

(das Volk).  Instead of a radically individuated ‘being-there’, open to the world and others, 

Heidegger instead thought to subsume, indeed to sacrifice, this radical finitude and 

conceived of another Subject; one that bore all the hallmarks of immanent or totalitarian 

thought.   

While Heidegger’s thought on authenticity can be seen to coalesce in the figure of the hero, 

a cultural exemplar who makes a demand on Dasein through its authentic heritage (the idea 

of the reciprocal rejoinder), what is it for Nancy?  Indeed he seems to play the joker or the 

misfit.  The demand for authenticity comes from anyone and not from an aristocratic figure 

through which the drive to instantiate a community of the People materialises.  Through 

these considerations I hope to show that the concept of authenticity is not something that 

Nancy wants to get rid of, but on the contrary, it is a concept at the very heart of his thought.   

 

Tales of the Interrupted: Jean-Luc Nancy on Myth 

Leda Channer 

 

In his 1983 essay “Myth Interrupted”, Jean-Luc Nancy re-tells the old story that the scene of 

ancient tribes gathering to tell their originary myths, is itself a myth. Nancy is interested in the 

frequently included epilogue in which Western humanity is shown as lost and indigent in the 
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realisation that mythic power was an illusion. For Nancy however, the tale ends differently; 

myth is not gone, it has been interrupted. In this paper, I will give a reading of Nancy’s essay 

that will show how for Nancy, myth must be interrupted. 

A number of questions arise from this cliff-hanger; if myth is interrupted, how and when did 

this happen and will it return/resume? If we can no longer tell originary tales, how do we 

understand ourselves as tribes or communities and what function did telling ourselves a 

story about originary stories serve? In this paper, I will give a reading of Myth Interrupted that 

will consider these points and aim to show how for Nancy myth must be interrupted.  

 

Prosthesis in Cameron's Avatar and Nancy's The Intruder 

Nick Aldridge 

 

Derrida uses the word, and following his deconstruction of communal identity as it is 

articulated both in that essay and elsewhere, this paper will explore Avatar as a staging of 

the collision of two regional ontologies, whose identities are definitively problematized by 

their shared prosthesis: the avatar. Firstly, I would like to claim that the film disrupts a politics 

of inclusion and exclusion by enacting an intrusion in Nancy’s sense, and secondly, that this 

disruption operates on two levels: the prosthetic contact between two worlds (human and 

Na’vi), and the prosthetic sexual contact between two bodies (Jake Sully and Neytiri). Finally 

the question of whether film is itself something prosthetic will have to be asked. 
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Thursday, 6th June 
 

Time/Room WIN 0-02  WIN 0-03 WIN 0-04 WIN 0-05 ABG024 ABF003 ABF001 

9:30-

9:45 
   OPENING  WELCOME WINDSOR  AUDITORIUM     

9:45-

11:15 

PsyAn.  

& CT (I) 

Bodies (I) Higher Ed (I) Spinoza (I) Identity (I) 
Latin 

America (I) 
  

11:15-

11:45 
      Break       

11:45-

1:15 

Represent- 

ation (I) 

Nancy (I) 
Futures 

Decon. (I) 
Critique (I) L. Bros (I) 

New 

Amateur 
 

13:15-

14:15 
      Lunch       

14:15-

15:15 
Pragmatism (I) 

Historical 

Subj. (I) 

Soul at Work 

(I)  
New Mats (I) 

Represent- 

ation (II) 

PsyAn. & 

CT (II) 
  

15:15-

15:45 
      Break       

15:45-

17:15 
Identity (II) Feminism (I) Justice 

New Mats 

(II) 
Critique (II) 

Higher Ed 

(II) 
Bodies (II) 

 
Friday, 7th June 

 
Time/Room WIN 0-02  WIN 0-03 WIN 0-04 WIN 0-05 ABG024 ABF003 ABF001 

9:30-

11:00 
New Mats (III) Nancy (II) 

Feminism 

(II) 
Bodies (III) Spinoza (II) 

Higher Ed 

(III) 
  

11:00-

11:30 
      Break       

11:30-

13:00 

Represent- 

ation (III) 

Historical 

Subj. (II) 

Spinoza (III) 

Futures 

Decon. (II) 

Pragmatism 

(II) 

Soul at Work 

(II) 

Latin 

America (II) 

13:00- 

14:00 

      Lunch       

14:00-

15:30 

Represent- 

ation (IV) 

Identity (III) Nancy (III) 
Feminism 

(III) 

PsyAn. & 

CT (III) 
Critique (III) 

Spinoza 

(IV)  

15:30-

16:00 
      Break       

16:00-

17:30 
L. Bros (II) 

Soul at 

Work (III) 

Higher Ed 

(IV) 

Futures 

Decon. (III) 

 Bodies (IV) 
New Mats 

(IV) 
 

 


